
O
RUrban Art is the hypernym for graffiti and streetart. It is artis-

tic space appropriation by painting urban environment (il-

legally). Seen critically over years, Urban Art evolved to a 

significant part of a new, participative urban culture, 

which produces urban space "bottom-up". Urban 

Art is organized legally in festivals all over europe 

to inscene districts by painting huge walls. It is 

becoming an instrument of participative 
urban developement in the european city 

which has similarities with the mural-

ism, which started 100 years ago in 

Mexico – with important differen-

ces: its the evolution of the 
Neo-Muralism.

The Evolution of the Neo-Muralism
(nɛ oːmuːʁalɪsm)
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66% of the population in Halle know the Project

85% of the local inhabitants like the project

27,4% Urban Art is the main imagefactor of the area

27% revitalization & attractivity are main effects for the district

17% Main Reason for visiting Freiimfelde are the murals

23,7% growth in population in 3 Years

41% of abandoned houses were renovated in 3 years

31% Murals are the strongest imagefactor for Freiimfelde

Impact of the murals on Freiimfelde since 2012
Results of survey (2015)
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All You Can Paint
Urban Art Festival

2012 – 2014

everyone was invited to create!

Freiimfelde became an

urban canvas

Halle Freiimfelde
was a segregated and iso-
lated district with no per-
spective in eastern germa-
ny. 60 % of the buildings 
were abandoned and gave 
space to a new approach 

of urban development:
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in the european city

Halle is not the only city which uses streetart and graffiti 

within an Urban-Art-Festival to work in the appearance 
of urban environment. There are 191 Urban Art-Festi-

vals in the world, and 132 of them in europe – 

making Urban Art-Festivals to a "new" phe-
nomena of the european city. 80 % of the 

festivals were founded between 2010 and 

2014.  Almost every european country 

has at least one festival, mainly on 

major city levels. More than 95 % of 

the festivals are non-govern-
mental organized.  The legal 

implementation of Urban 

Art in festivals becomes 

an instrument of the 

bottom-up-devel-
opment.

there are 191 Urban Art
festivals in the world:
1 in Egypt, 1 in Ghana, 
2 in Marocco, 1 in South Africa, 
6 in India, 1 in Indonesia, 
1 in Lebanon, 1 in Malaysia, 
1 in Thailand, 2 in Emirates, 
5 in Australia, 1 in Canada, 
1 in Dominican Republic, 
1 in Jamaica, 6 in Mexico, 
14 in USA, 3 in Oceania, 
2 in Argentinia, 
1 in Bolivia, 
1 in Brasil, 
2 in Chile, 
2 in Peru
2 in New Zealand
1 in Venzuela
... and 132 in 
Europe (WOW!)
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Metropolis   < 10,000,000
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Relevance of Neo-Muralism for the modern Urban Development
Since 2010 Urban Art-Festivals produce big time murals all over Europe as an instrument of revitalization, cultivation and increasing acceptance to-
wards contemporary Urban Art.  The specific application of murals differ from the original muralism. Neo-Muralism is an bottom-up-development. 
The images are not used to confirm the state of politics. The phenomenon of Neo-Muralism has an influence on the socio-cultural future of the euro-
pean city. It fulfills many current requirements of a participative and resilient urban development.
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Urban Participation

Urban Attraction

The 
Neo-Mu-
ralism 
seems to be a 
fitting approach 
for an authentic 
urban design, making 
the city to a canvas, 
which is freely accessible, 
participative and selfsustained 
for a more resilient city, which is 
less vulnerable towards fluctuation 
in demography, global economics and 
social-cultural development . 
The production of murals is flexi-
ble, temporary or sustainable, 
low-cost or high-end, on 
ruins or perfect walls,  
bridging gaps in urban 
development 
or creating 
long-lasting 
urban 
faces.

Using 

Neo-Mu-
ralism estab-

lishes a new 
form of education 

in the cityscape. Being 
accessible for everyone, 

contemporary art and ar-
chitecture becomes experien-
cable in everyday life. Murals 

function as an open-source-tool for 
creating discussion about art and the 
rules and appearance of public space. 
Having its background in graffiti and 

streetart, Neo-Muralism gets de-
criminalized and gives space for 

everyone to reflect and experi-
ment with urban art on a 

legal level, which might 
even lead to the expan-

sion of educational 
programs in 
schools and 
universities.

M u r a l s 
create attention. 

Being huge in size and 
expression, inhabitants and 

visitors start to see their city in 
different ways. This attention leads to 

tourism and attracts scientists, school-class-
es, social and cultural institutions and foreigners 

from other cities. The Open-Source-Gallery is also a 
cultural factor for living, being a sign for a vital and 

open-minded environment with an individual shape. Neo-Mural-
ism can becomes an authentic mirror of endogenous identities.

 

Neo-Muralism is an Bottom-Up-Development, meaning that it is organ-
ized and created by groups and organisations inside the local popula-

tion. Neo-Muralism is a strong factor of participation, because 
citizens and artists become the chance to co-produce the 

urban design. Often murals reflect the environment 
and are produced with the participation of the 

locals. So Murals become an important 
point in shaping identification. 

Painting the environment 
brings people together 

and supports local 
networks.

Mexican
Muralism

Socialist
Muralism

Graffiti Urban Art

Muralismo Morte

NEO-
MURAL-

ISM
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GRAFFITI
  A new movement of 

wall-painting developed with 

the birth of Graffiti in the 1970s 

in New York. Using spraycans to 

transform and critizise urban 

environment with names and 

letters in different styles, art 

and vandalism moved close to-

gether.

SOCIALIST MURALISM    In Europe, 

the Muralism was used in the 

DDR with the same intention 

as it has been founded in 

Mexico. Great effort was put in 

the political decoration of the 

"new urban visions", made pos-

sible by new techniques in in-

dustry and urban construction.

MEXICAN MURALISM
  Muralism 

was founded in the 1920s in 

Mexico after the revolution of 

the socialists. Huge wall paint-

ings on representative public 

buildings were used as an in-

strument to inform the mainly 

illiterate population about the 

new system and the ideals.

URBAN ART
  Urban Art is devel-

oping out of Graffiti since 2000 

by adding "Street Art", which 

has a higher variety of tech-

niques and figurative content 

which is not only reduced to 

letters. With the success of 

Banksy, urban art is exhibited 

in galleries and flushing the big 

cities of our world.

MURALISMO MORTE
  With the up-

coming interest in urban art, 

more artists tried to develope 

their artwork on big walls and 

chose places in decay to pro-

duce high quality pieces in 

huge size, which can not be 

produced illegaly in public 

space, being in a rush. The Mu-

ralismo Morte is the diving 

board for Neo-Muralism.

The characteristic and systematic creation of murals on 

gable walls with Urban Art Festivals shows similarities 

to the historic muralism in Mexico and has also 

many differences, which give reason for creating a 

new term: the Neo-Muralism. This Neo-Mural-

ism fulfills many current requirements of a 
participative and resilient urban develop-

ment.
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Coming back to Halle and considering the Neo-Muralism as an innovative instrument 
for a citizen-orientated urban development, we construct a vision:  every gablewall in 
Halle becomes a canvas for Urban Art. 
MURO is a big data research to equip this utopia with a statistic background. It is 
a catalogue of all gablewalls in the inner city of  Halle/Saale, providing us with 
details of all walls: acreage, condition and accessibility. 
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992 walls were counted, gathering up to 169.579,75 squaremeters, 
which are available to present contemporary ways of education, 
culture, participation and urban development on a vertical level. 
The walls have different presets for painting them, considering 
"accessibility" and "condition".  These attributes are combined to 
"feasibility", showing that 80 % of the Halle´s gablewalls are in-
stantly ready to become canvases. 

location and size 
of gable walls in
Halle (Saale), 
central city & Neustadt


